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RFD  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 

March  2,  1951 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 

The  Agricultural  Prices  report  BAS  put  out  this  week  ("based 
on  n id-February  levels)  carries  the  following  summary: 

Higher  prices  for  meat  animals  and  generally  smaller  increases 
for  most  other  commodities  raised  the  Index  of  Prices  Received  by  Farm- 
ers 4  percent  above  last  month.     At  313  percent  of  its  1910-1914  level, 
the  index  in  mid-February  was  32  percent  above  a  year  ago.     Small  de- 
clines were  noted  for  dairy  products,  eggs,  cottonseed,  and  apples. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Index  of  Prices  Paid  by  Farmers,  in- 
cluding Interest,  Taxes,  and  Farm  Wage  Rates  rose  from  272  as  of  Janu- 
ary 15  to  276  as  of  February  15.     Higher  prices  for  food,  feeder  live- 
stock, feed,  and  building  materials  were  primarily  responsible  for 
this  rise. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  change  in  these  two  indexes,  the 
Parity  Ratio  (ratio  of  the  Index  of  Prices  Received  by  Farmers  to  the 
Index  of  Prices  Paid  by  Farmers  including  Interest,  Taxes,  and  Farm 
Wage  Rates)  rose  to  113,  up  3  percent  from  a  month  ago,  and  the  highest 
since  July,  1948. 


NOTE:      Both  the  prices  received  index  of  313  and  the  prices 
paid  index  of  276  were  record  highs.     However,  the 
parity  ratio  of  113  was  well  below  the  record  high 
of  122  in  October  1946. 


Garden  Meetings  Scheduled 


State  Extension  Directors  have  called  garden  meetings  for 
the  period  March  5  through  13  at  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  Houston,  Dallas, 
Portland,  Ore.,  Seattle  and  in  North  Carolina  (place  not  yet  decided). 
Throe  teams  from  USDA  will  act  in  advisory  capacity  and  represent  the 
Department' s  part  in  the  1951  National  Home  Garden  and  Food  Preserva- 
tion Program.    By  and  large,  State  Extension  Services  have  well  estab- 
lished garden  programs  and,  as  you  know,  the  Federal  Extension  Service 
has  the  job  for  USDA1  s  part  in  the  cooperative  program.    The  people 
who  _row  and  preserve  the  food  are  the  key  to  a  successful  program,  of 
course. 
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New  Cotton  Cleaning  Equipment 

Department  engineers  have  devised  a  new  piece  of  cotton  clean- 
ing eouipment.     It  may  prove  of  considerable  help  to  gin  operators  in 
turning  out  the  16  million  bales  of  good  quality  cotton  this  country 
needs  this  year. 

The  usual  cleaners  and  separators  take  most  of  the  large  trash 
out  before  the  cotton  reaches  the  gin  saws  which  remove  the  seed.  'The 
new  eouipment,  located  between  the  saws  and  the  compressor,  takes  out 
the  fine  trash  the  other  cleaners  miss.     It  is  so  designed  that  it  can 
be  by-passed  in  the  cotton  processing  line  for  buyers  not  much  concerned 
about  getting  extra  high-quality  cotton. 

Longer  Cane  for  Long  Sweetning 

Flant  breeders  of  the  Department  and  the  Mississippi  Experi- 
ment Station  announce  they'll  have  some  seed  this  spring  of  their  new 
Sart  variety  of  sorgo.  They  say  on  good  land  in  a  good  season,  Sart 
will  produce  stalks  12  to  15  feet  tall,  with  stout  stems  high  in  juice 
and  sugar  and  will  yield  about  10  percent  more  good  quality  sirup  than 
the  widely  grown  Hodo  variety.  By  next  year,  the  Mississippi  Seed  Im- 
provement Association  expects  to  have  Sart  certified  seed  in  quantity. 

Some  Ways  To  Get  More  Meat 

Livestock  specialists  in  the  Department  find  that  on  farms 
where  there  is  plenty  of  good  pasture,  or  hay  and  milk,  there's  no  rea- 
son why  husky  beef  calves  can't  be  finished  out  close  to  300  pounds  in- 
stead of  210  pounds,  the  average  weight  of  calves  slaughtered  for  veal. 

Other  USDA  livestock  specialists  have  found  that  five  per- 
cent more  pigs  are  alive  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  after  farrowing... 
in  the  pens  equipped  with  hovers  than  in  pens  that  have  no  extra  heat. 
For  one  reason  or  another,  pigs  having  early  use  of  electric  hovers 
usually  will  average  nearly  a  pound  heavier  at  weaning  time.     A  slop- 
ing floor  seems  to  protect  pigs.     With  a  slope  of  one  foot  for  each 
eight  f cct  of  floor,  a  sow  will  lie  down  with  her  head  and  back  up- 
hill and  the  little  pigs  will  sort  of  gravitate  down-hill.     Less  dan- 
ger of  crushing. 

ITew  Summer  Grass  for  Livestock 

Scientists  of  the  Department  and  the  Georgia  Coastal  Plain 
Experiment  Station  announce  the  release  of  a  new  synthetic  variety  of 
cattail  millet,  called  Starr.     They  report  Starr  makes  first-rate 
summer  grass  for  livestock.     It  producies  more  leaves  to  the  stem,  yields 
more,  and  matures  four  to  six  weeks  earlier  than  common  millet.  The 
scientists  rate  it  best  yet  among  all  summer  grazing  crops  on  the 
lighter  soils  of  the  Georgia  Coastal  Plain. 
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Cover  Crop.  Hay,  Pasture  Seeds  Production  Guide  ■ 

You  should  have  received  a  copy  of  the  release  this  week  on 
Production  Guides  for  winter  cover  crop,  hay,  pasture  and  range  grass 
seeds  needed  for  harvest  in  1951.     The  story  (USDA  508-51)  gives  gen- 
eral information  and  states  that  State  figures  will  be  established 
whore  such  seed  production  is  important.    National  production  guides 
for  1951  are  given  on  the  back-  side  of  the.  release. 

Baby  Chicks  And  Turkey  Poults 

Turkey  poults  and  baby  chicks  have  been  removed  from  price 
control  by  the  Office  of  Price  Stabilization.     This  action  places 
chicks  and  poults  in. the  same  category  as  farm  animals. 

Manpower  Responsibilities  Assigned 

For  your  information,  this  week  Secretary  Brannan  assigned 
responsibilities  within  the  Department  for  developing  and  promoting  a 
comprehensive  agricultural  manpower  program. 

The  purpose  is  to  insure  the  availability  and  most  efficient 
use  of  the  manpower  needed  for  the  continuing  production,  processing 
and  marketing  of  adequate  supplies  of  agricultural  commodities  neces- 
sary to  the  national  defense  and  essential  to  the  national  health, 
safety  and  interest. 

Agencies  in  the  Department  carrying  special  responsibilities 
are:    Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Production  and  Marketing  Admin- 
istration, Federal  and  State  Extension  Services,  Agricultural  Research 
Administration,  and  the  Office  of  the  Secretary. 

At  first  glance  it  would  appear,  that  your  primary  contacts 
along  this  line  will  be  with  Extension  and  PMA.     The  State  and  County 
Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees  will  be  key  groups  in  this  effort. 
As  time  goes  along  we1  11  try  to  keep  you  informed. 

Veterinary  Science  First  1 

The  announcement  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin .a  few  days 
ago  and  in  Science  Magazine  this  week  of  the  first  birth ' of  a  calf  re- 
sulting from  the  transfer  of  a  fertilized  egg  has  brought  forth  com- 
ments on' the  possible  use  that  may  be  made  of  the  new  knowledge  now 
gained.  ,..  • 

Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry  authorities  who  cooperated  in  the 
work  say  the  technique  of  egg  transplanting  may  be  of  greater  techni- 
cal use  than  practical  value.     They  do  not  see  it  as  a  means  of  in- 
creasing production,  .but  they  do  say  the  information  maybe  helpful 
in  getting  a  better  understanding  of  some  of  the  problems  in  reproduc- 
tion.   The  calf  in  question  Was  born  last  December  after  the  egg 
transfer  was  made  in  March  a  year  ago. 
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Recording:  from  Australia 

We  have  received  a  recording  from  Mr.  Noel  Griffiths,  Public 
Relations  Officer,  Rural  Bank  of  New  South  Wales,  Australia  that  car- 
ries an  experience  story  used  on  their  rural  radio  programs.     The  story 
is  about  a  young  couple  that  took  old  land  and  built  up  a  nice  farm  and 
farm  home,  told  entirely  by  a  narrator  with  a  little  music  down  and  un- 
der at  the  open  and  close.     It  runs  7:15.    The  first  and  second  RFD  to 
ask  for  its  use  can  have  it.    Recording  quality  is  good. 

Among  Ourselves 

Mai  Hansen,  WOW  and  WOW- TV,  held  an  Extension-station  tele- 
vision training  and  promotion  program  last  Saturday,  Feb.  24  for  a  good- 
ly group  of  farm  and  home  agents  and  other  Extension  folks.     If  plans 
went  through  as  expected,  George  Round  of  Nebraska  and  Dale  Williams  0f 
Iowa  led  groups  from  their  States.    One  of  the  aims  of  the  session  was 
to  give  the  agents  a  good  idea  of  TV  possibilities  in  the  counties  and 
What  to  look  for. 


Seaport  Grain  Storage  Regulation 


Defense  Transportation  Administration  announced  today  an  or- 
der which  makes  space  at  United  States  seaports  for  storage  of  grain 
subject  to  a  system  of  permits.     The  aim  is  to  prevent  congestion  at 
seaports  and  speed  up  exporting  of  grain. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  order,  the  operators  of  port  terminal 
warehouses  are  prohibited  from  storing  or  handling  any  grain  in  bulk, 
unless  a  grain  port  handling  permit  for  such  grain  has  been  issued  by 
DTA.    USDA  will  make  the  recommendation  upon  which  the  DTA  permit  will 
be  issued.     The  order  was  prepared  in  collaboration  with  USDA  after  a 
series  of  industry  and  trade  meetings. 


Soybeans  Drop  Below  Ceiling 


During  World  War  II  soybean  futures  hit  the  ceiling  and 
stayed.    However,  in  contrast,  the  market  at  Chicago  this  week  broke 
away  from  the  ceiling  price  of  $3.33  down  to  March  delivery  $3.28^  and 
May  $3.27.     Full  meaning  of  this  slight  drop  from  ceiling  isn't  known 
yet  but  it  indicates,  for  one  thing,  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
traders  as  to  demand  and  supply  outlook.     And  because  of  plentiful  sup- 
plies,  soybean  meal  has  been  available  below  the  $74  ceiling  .  .  .  44$ 
meal  was  available  at  Decatur  this  week  at  $72  to  $72.50  a  ton. 


Cordially, 


/ 

Kenneth  M.  Gap  en. 

Ass1 t  Director  of  I 

for  Radio  and  Tc 

Enclosures — Fact  Sheet  from  Displaced  Persons  Commis 

Background  Information  on  Home  Demonstrat 

List  of  State  Extension  Correspondents 
State  Home  Demonstration  Leaders 


RFO  UTTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  9,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


We  want  you  to  get  acquainted  with  Bot>  Crom  who  Joined  our 
Radio  and  Television  Service  staff  this  week,    Many  farm  broadcasters 
already  know  him,  of  course.    Bob  will  he  working  on  the  RFD  Letter, 
doing  the  major  work  in  fact. 

Raised  on  a  farm  in  Franklin  county,  Iowa,  he  spent  two  years 
as  an  enlisted  man  in  the  Navy  during  the  war,  in  the  middle  of  his  col 
lege  work,    Boh  graduated  from  Iowa  State  with  a  major  in  animal  hus- 
bandry and  a  minor  in  agricultural  journalism.    He  worked  with  Chuck 
Worcester  at  WMT  for  a  year  and  for  nine  months  was  RFD  at  KGLO,  Mason 
City,  Iowa.    Also,  he  has  worked  with  the  International  Livestock  Show 
and  as  a  temporary  county  k-E  club  agent  in  Iowa. 

Crom  was  selected  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Radio  Farm  Directors,    Sooner  or  later  he'll  he  preparing  most 
or  all  of  the  RFD  Letter  and  doing  a  number  of  other  types  of  work  that 
will  directly  or  indirectly  be  of  service  to  you. 

Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  Ideas  Needed 

We  here  have  been  cogitating  about  the  1951  Institute  for 
Education  by  Radio  to  be  held  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  May  3-6.    Maybe  you 
can  offer  some  suggestions  that'll  make  the  meetings  even  more  inter- 
esting and  worthwhile  for  farm  broadcasters. 

Wish  you'd  sit  down  now  (in  case  you  are  not  at  the  moment) 
and  write  your  suggestions  on  a  card  or  letter  ...  of  what  to  include 
and  ways  to  get  such  topics  discussed  effectively. 

If  you  have  any  questions  in  the  professional  or  educational 
areas  of  farm  and  home  broadcasting  that  have  been  bothering  you,  this 
is  one  way  of  smoking  out  some  answers.    We,  of  course,  have  to  give 
priority  to  the  questions  and  topics  in  the  agricultural  radio  and 
television  fields  that  have  wide  application. 


Many  thanks  for  all  the  help  you  can  give  us. 
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Latest  Developments  in  the  Gardening  Field 

Last  week's  letter  carried  a  notice  of  a  number  of  State  Ex- 
tension garden  meetings.    You  can  do  a  lot  to  spread  the  good  word  on 
this  National  Home  Garden  and  Food  Preservation  Program  "by  doing  a  lit- 
tle follow-up  work  on  these  meetings.    On  the  calendar  during  the  next 
two  weeks,  we  have  similar  meetings  scheduled  for: 


Jackson,  Mississippi  --  March  13 

Auburn,  Alabama    March  15 

Atlanta,  Georgia    March  16 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  --  March  13 

Little  Bock,  Ark.   March  26 

St.  Louis,  Mo.   March  19 

Kansas  City,  Mo.    March  20 


Salem,  Oregon  — 
Seattle,  Wash.  -• 
Salt  Lake  City  -■ 
Denver,  Colo.  --• 

Durham,  N.C.   

Nashville,  Term. ■ 
Portland,  Ore.  — 


March  13 
March  1^ 
March  20 
March  22 
March  13 
March  20 
March  12 


An  additional  word  on  this  garden  situation  comes  from  USDA 
plant  pathologists.    They  remind  us  that  record  numbers  of  folks  are, 
or  soon  will  be,  gardening  this  spring  and  a  bit  of  advice  to  them 
a"bout  seed  treatment  to  prevent  damping  off  can  do  much  to  make  the 
program  more  successful.    You  have  received,  or  soon  will,  a  release 
on  such  seed  treatment  with  instructions  on  how  any  home  gardener  can 
practically  and  successfully  treat  the  seed  he  plants. 

PEA  Radio  Interest  Expanding 

From  time  to  time  we  hear  about  the  work  that  you  RFD's  are 
doing  with  local  rural  electric  co-ops  and  feel  that  it's  a  good  step 
in  the  direction  of  promoting  service  to  your  farm  listeners. 

Latest  word  on  these  activities  comes  from  Lucile  Holmes  of 
PEA  Information.    She  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Minnesota  Accountants 
and  Managers  Association  held  in  Minneapolis  last  month  to  help  them 
plan  for  more  effective  use  of  radio.    She  then  went  on  to  Wadena  and 
Ped  Lake  Falls  for  similar  conferences. 

Lucile  also  reports  that  the  EEA-financed  rural  electric 
power  associations  in  Mississippi  met  in  Jackson  last  week  and  a  radio 
workshop  was  included  on  the  program.    Forrest  Cox  of  WPCB  was  on  hand 
to  lend  a  guiding  hand  to  those  activities. 

It  would  seem  the  local  REA's  are  becoming  more  radio  con- 
scious and  that  it's  a  good  opportunity  for  RFD's  to  help  "better  rural 
communities  by  joining  hands  with  them  whenever  possible.    Larry  Haeg, 
V/CCO,  told  Lucile  that  he  and  other  Minnesota  RFD's  would  be  happy  to 
get  information  on  REA  activities.    With  over  kO  States  now  having  REA 
it  would  seem  that  this  might  hold  possibility  for  a  good  many  of  you. 

Lennartson  New  OMF  Head 


Roy  W,  Lennartson,  who  has  been  serving  as  Deputy  Assistant 
Administrator  for  Marketing  in  PMA,  has  been  appointed  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities. 
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Possible  Aid  to  Your  Consigner  Education  Program 

More  and  more  RFD's  are  putting  on  programs  of  consumer  educa- 
tion.   The  Extension  Service  is  also  stressing  that  phase  of  education 
"because  they  feel  that,  it  means  "better  use  of  available  agricultural 
products  and  more  economical  "buying  "by  the  housewife.    Such  problems  as 
the  foods  to  "buy,  how  to  care  for  it,  and  how  to  use  it  are  all  parts 
of  the  program  that  we  can  help  with. 

The  enclosed  P,A.  No.  13 1  describes  programs  operating  in  one 
form  or  another  in  26  States.  You  may  be  interested  in  getting  the  lo- 
cal aspect  in  your  specific  case  by  contacting  your  State  Extension  of- 
fice and  finding  out  who  the  consumer  education  marketing  person  is  in 
your  State.  In  turn  that  person  can  give  you  current  developments  that 
will  tie  into  such  a  consumer  education  program. 

A  Magazine  Article  that  Tells  the  Story 

E.  R.  Mclntyre  of  our  office  called  to  my  attention  an  article 
in  the  recent  issue  of  PAGEANT.    It's  entitled  "Why  Worry  About  the 
Farmer"  and  does  a  rather  good  job  of  explaining  to  consumers  and  farm- 
ers themselves,  the  status  of  the  farmer  and  where  the  problems  concern- 
ing both  the  farmer  and  the  consumer  come  in.    If  you  don't  have  a  copy 
of  the  March  issue,  Mac  says  it's  usually  available  at  local  newstands. 

Answers  to  Questions  on  Parity  and  Where  Farm  Prices  Really  Stand 

Bob  Crom  says  he'd  liked  to  have  had  the  information  at  KGLO 
that's  being  put  out  by  BAE  in  the  March  issue  of  The  Agricultural 
Situation.    It's  material  that  would  have  been  awfully  handy  to  have 
to  answer  some  of  the  questions  that  "pop  up"  in  conversations  in  the 
field  about  parity  and  the  comparison  of  farm  prices  to  corporate  and 
non-farm  incomes.    It's  a  good  reserve  of  ammunition  to  have  to  fight 
the  battle  of  listener  education  on  those  counts. 

There  are  also  articles  on  use  of  petroleum  fuels  on  the  farm, 
private  farm  phones,  the  growing  importance  of  the  fall  pig  crop,  the 
gain  in  cold  storage  lockers,  and  the  farmer's  reduced  share  in  the 
orange  dollar.    If  you've  run  into  a  similar  need  and  don't  get  The 
Agricultural  Situation,  just  drop  me  a  line.    Ask  for  the  March  issue 
of  The  Agricultural  Situation, 

A  Bit  of  Program  Reference  Material  for  You 

Soon  you'll  get  a  copy  of  the  1951  Production  Guides  Hand- 
book containing  information  on  National  and  State  levels..  As  you  pro- 
bably know,  they're  not  setting  up  farm  goals  this  year,  merely  guides 
to  production  down  to  the  county  level.    We  hope  that  this  handbook 
will  give  you  information  that  will  be  helpful  in  getting  the  general 
picture.    Your  State  committee  can  give  specific  information  on  the 
situation  in  your  area.    And  quite  soon  your  county  committees  will  be 
in  position  to  give  local  information. 


-  k  - 


Among  Ourselves 

Some  time  ago  we  mentioned  word  from  Frank  Robinson  that  he'd 
"be  leaving  the  American  Royal  Dairy  Cattle  Show  to  report  for  active 
duty  with  the  Air  Force-.    Had  a  letter  from  Frank  again  this  week  saying 
his  orders  had  "been  rescinded  and  his  efforts  will  continue  in  promotion 
of  the  show  and  rodeo  scheduled  for  May  7th  through  May  13th  this  year. 
In  case  any  of  you  care  for  more  information  on  the  show  or  rodeo  Frank 
is  the  one  to  contact  at  215  Grand  Avenue,  Bank  Building  in  Kansas  City. 

Lee  Hannify,  who's  been  writing  On  The  Farm  Front  and  Rural 
Round -Up  for  UP  Radio's  Washington  Bureau  for  some  years,  has  been  in 
the  hospital  for  a  week  or  so  with  an  abdominal  infection.    You'll  "be 
glad  to  learn  that,  as  of  today,  it  looks  as  though  Lee  has  escaped  an 
operation,.    He  may  "be  back  on  the  Job  by  Monday. 

Don  Lerch  was  in  yesterday  and  reported  that  the  Bailey  and 
Lerch  public  relations  office  (reported  in  a  recent  RFD  Letter)  is  go- 
ing along  fine.    Plenty  of  interesting  work,  he  says.    Also,,  he  reports 
a  development  in  the  farm  organization  informational -educational  field 
that  you  may  be  hearing  about  soon* 

Director  of  Information  Keith  Himebaugh  said  Wednesday  when 
I  saw  him,  that  time  and  energy  may  not  permit  him  to  answer  all  the 
letters  RFD's  have  written.    But  he  would  like  the  brethren  to  know 
that  he  has  gotten  a  lot  of  lift  from  the  many  messages.    Keith  looks 
fine  and  is  now  well  into  the  recovery  period  which  may  last  for  a 
couple  of  months  more. 

A  note  from  Bob  Miller,  Program  Director  and  RFD  at  WRFD, 
tells  us  that  he  and  Chuck  Worcester,  WMT,-are  planning  to  cooperate 
in  planning  a  State  corn-husking  contest  this  fall.    Bob  also  says  he 
is  headed  for  two  weeks  of  Florida  vacation  in  about  a  week.  Although 
I  don't  know  too  much  about  it,  we've  also  recently  learned  that  Bod's 
scheduled  to  receive  an  award  from  the  Farmers  Home  Administration 
Employees  Association  as  outstanding  Farm  Program  Director  in  Ohio. 

Networkings  Saturday  March  17 

NBC- -National  Farm  and  Home  Hour--"USDA  Headlines"  with  Ken 
Gapen.    The  day's  feature  is  a  visit  to  the  Southern  Regional  Research 
Laboratory  at  New  Orleans  to  discuss  "Better  Products  from  Southern 
Crops,"    Gordon  Loudon,  Louisiana  State  University,  interviewing  Dr. 
C.  H.  Fisher,  Andrew  F.  Freeman  and  Dr.  J.  David  Reid  on  the  labora- 
tory's latest  contributions  to  better  living.    Originating  time  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EST. 

ABC --American  Farmer- -"Top  of  The  Farm  News"  from  Washington 
with  Milt  Bliss  reporting.    Special  feature  from  Washington  on  "How 
Much  Gardening  This  Year"  with  Joe  Tonkin,  R.  J.  Haskell  and  possibly 
one  other  member  of  the  USDA  staff.    Originating  time  12:30  to  1:00 
p.m.  EST. 

CBS- -CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  reporting.  Originates 
3:^+5  to  if: 00  p-m-  EST   with  new°  enf>  feature 
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More  Early  Lambs  in  Prospect 

About  two  percent  more  early  lambs  than  last  year  are  esti- 
mated by  BAE  for  the  1951  early  spring  lamb  crop.    The  increase  reflects 
the  heavier  number  of  "breeding  ewes  saved.    Later  developments  in  the 
lambing  season  are  also  going  to  have  their  affect  on  the  feeder  lamb 
situation,  hut  here's  what  has  generally  prevailed  up  to  now. 

In  the  Southeastern  lamb  States  cold, • unf avorable  weather 
during  January  and  February  has  reduced  the  lambs  saved  per  hundred 
ewes  to  a  figure  lower  than  that  of  last  year.    However  totals  are 
still  higher  than,  last  year.    Feed  supplies  seem  to  be  sufficient  un- 
til pastures  get  enough  growth  to  support  the  lambs. 

In  the  Pacific  Northwest,  and  in  California  and  Arizona, 
weather  and  feed  conditions  have  been  very  favorable  for  early  lambing. 
Losses  are  reported  to  be  small  and  lambs  are  making  good  growth. 

As  for  Texas,  early  lamb  prospects  are  only  fair.  The  gen- 
eral lack  of  moisture  has  hurt  the  feed  supply^  however,  early  losses 
have  been  light. 

Foreign  News   , . 

For  those  of  you  who  don't  get  Foreign  Agriculture,  I'll  flag 
two  articles  that  may  give  you  reason  to  request  copies  of  the  March 
issue  from  this  office. 


In  Foreign  Agriculture  it's  brought  to  our  attention  that 
one  big  problem  Communists  face  when  they  set  up  their  regime  in  a 
country  is  how  to  seize  the  land  without  paying  for  it  -  and  yet  win 
the  support  of  the  peasants.    To  solve  the  problem  they  have  worked 
out  a  3-step  formula;  (l)  Divide  the  big  holdings  among  the  peasants, 
(2)  develop  cooperative  farms,  and,  (3)  switch  to  collective  farms. 
In  some  Communist  countries  the  pattern  is  further  along  than  in 
others,  but  everywhere  it  moves  to  its  inexorable  end. 

Another  story  in  this  magazine  gives  us  the  details  on  mar- 
ket potentialities.    It  elaborates  on  the  fact  that  United  States  farm- 
ers have  found  a  growing  market  in  Latin  America,  chiefly  for  wheat, 
both  as  grain  and  flour,  and  for  dairy  products.    What  will  be  the 
future  of  this  market  for  the  two  groups  of  commodities  is  the  subject 
of  studies  that  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  con- 
ducted this  past  year. 

Taylor  To  ACP;  McCormack  Beturns  to  Idaho 

L,  B.  Taylor,  formerly  Director  of  the  Office  of  Materials 
and  Facilities,  becomes  Director  of  Agricultural  Conservation  Programs 
Branch  of  PMA,    Alvin  V,  McCormack,  former  ACP  Director,  returns  to 
Idaho  as  chairman  of  Idaho  State  Committee. 
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Farm  Ceiling  Price  on  Cotton 

As  you  heard  earlier  this  week,  "To  protect  consumers  against 
inflation  in  the-  price  of  cotton  clothing  and  materials,"  OPS  on  March 
k  set  a  ceiling. price  of  45.76  cents  a  pound  on  "white  and  extra  white 
Middling  15/16  inch  cotton  in  Area  One"  -  a  group  of  counties  ..in  the 
Carolines.    Other  ceilings  are  set  from  this  "base  with  variations  for 
grade,  staple  and  locations.    These  ceilings  also  govern  futures  tran- 
sactions on  commodity  exchangee . 

"Under  the  General  Ceiling  Price  Regulation  of  January  26, 
raw  cotton  was  exempted  at  the  producer  level,  hut  controlled  when  sold 
"by  merchants  and  dealers." 

Historic  Herd  To  Go     .  ' 

The  only  dairy  herd  in  the  District  of  Columbia  is  soon  to 
he  disposed  of, 

Some  175  head  of  purehred  Hoist e ins  at  the  Soldiers  Home  in 
Northeast  Washington  are  to  he  sold  to  make  way  for  a  -hospital. 

The  herd  has  an  enviahle  disease  record.  It  was  the  first 
one  in  the  entire  United  States  to  he  accredited  as  free  of  tubercu- 
losis, ;  That  was  in  1918..    It  was'  accredited  as  Bangs  .free  in  1939* 

Cordially,  I 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 

P.S.    Just  received  a  copy  of  the  farm  "broadcasting  "brochure  put 
out  "by  George  Kister  of  KMMJ  and  Ed  Mason  of  KXXX.  Looks 
as  though  they've  produced  an  outstanding  example  of  an  in- 
formative agricultural  "booklet.    Boh  Crom  adds  that  he  feels 
a  "booklet  of  this  nature  would  he  extremely  helpful  in  sell- 
ing farm  programs  due  to  its  high  percentage  of  factual  con- 
tent on  the  agriculture  of  the  station  area. 
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RFO  LETTER 

To  M»\ 

Radio  Farm  Directors  Wr 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  16,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


As  of  Monday,  March  19,  we'll  have  official  footing  on  which 
to  "base  1951  crop  prospects.    Three  p.m.  EST  is  the  release  hour  for 
the  first  official  report  on  farmers'  1951  planting  intentions  on  some 
17  crops. 

Included  in  Monday's  report  will  he  the  national  and  State 
pictures  on  intended  plantings  for  com,  durum  wheat,  other  spring 
wheat,  oats,  "barley,  flaxseed,  rice,  sorghums,  potatoes,  tobacco,  dry 
edible  "beans,  dry  field  peas,  soybeans,  cowpeas,  peanuts,  sugar  beets, 
the  acreages  of  hay  intended  for  harvest,  etc. 

During  the  coming  week  you'll  be  getting  highlights  over  your 
wire  services,  and  in  the  March  23  Letter,  I  expect  to  include  material 
that  will  be  of  further  use  to  you. 

Although  crop  reports  and  crop  and  livestock  reporting  are 
nothing  new,  they'll  have  new  and  added  significance  this  year  in  re- 
lation to  defense  needs.    Undoubtedly  you  are  going  to  find  your  State 
agricultural  statistician  a  more  and  more  important  news  source  in 
keeping  abreast  of  the  over-all  production  picture. 


In  case  you  don't  already  know  him,  I'd  suggest  getting  in 
touch  with  him  soon,  and  often.    Enclosed  is  a  revised  list  of  these 
State  agricultural  statisticians  in  charge  of  field  offices  to  make 
the  contact  an  easier  one  for  you. 

In  a  good  many  cases  these  men  do  not  take  the  initiative  in 
getting  their  information  to  you.    However,  they  have  the  information 
to  "hand  out; "  all  you  have  to  do  is  furnish  the  initiative  to  make 
that  contact. 


Recently  a  group  of  these  statisticians  met  in  Chicago  to 
discuss  reporting  and  assimilating  techniques.    This  meeting  was  one  of 
three  being  held  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  to  do  the  1951  Job.  Sim- 
ilar meetings  are  on  the  calendar  for  New  Orleans  and  Salt  Lake  City, 
April  11-14  and  April  17-19  respectively. 
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One  of  the  problems  that  came  up  at  the  Chicago  meeting  was 
of  "basic  importance  to  State  statisticians  and  to  RFD's  as  well.  It 
is  the  same  problem  that's  shown  up  "before  during  times  of  defense 
production. .. .a  decreasing  supply  of  information.    The  whole  thing 
seems  to  stem  around  the  local  crop  reporters  not  sending  in  the  in- 
formation as  consistently  as  during  normal  times. 

Among  the  reasons  for  this  is  undoubtedly  the  heavier  labor- 
load  these  folks  have  to  carry  in  their  farm  operations. 

You  RFD's  can  play  a  very  important  part  in  preventing  this 
decrease  in  information,  which  hampers  us  all,  by  giving  the  system 
some  time  and  publicity  on  farm  broadcasts. 

A  good  many  RFD's  have  at  some  time  told  the  story  of  the 
crop  reporting  service,  but  it  is  one  that  can  stand  retelling.  Our 
thinking  is  that  the  story  may  be  beneficial  in  explaining  to  listen- 
ers exactly  what  crop  reports  mean  to  them»    A  good  many  of  your  lis- 
teners are  probably  among  the  over  600,00  unsung,  and  unpaid,  volun- 
teer crop  reporters  that  periodically  mail  this  material  to  the  State 
statisticians. 

The  job  of  the  local  farmer-reporter  is  not  only  one  of 
giving  information  on  his  own  operation,  but  of  reporting  the  condi- 
tions representative  of  his  community.    Logically  then  the  farmer  is 
the  backbone  of  the  reporting  service  and  the  reports  are  as  accurate 
and  authentic  as  he  makes  them. 

There's  little  question  that  this  material  is  of  top  inter- 
est to  both  farmers  and  RFD's.    Opinions  and  requests  over  the  past 
88  years  of  formal  crop  reporting  have  proved  this  importance,  In 
fact,  the  importance  of  these  periodic  reports  to  grain  exchanges  and 
similar  interests  have  forced  officials  to  make  the  information  "top 
secret,"  do  final  tabulation  under  armed  guard,  and  release  the  re- 
port to  all  interests  at  the  same  instant.    After  that  instant  is 
reached,  it's  merely  a  matter  of  seconds  until  it  gets  on  your  wire 
services. 

Again  may  I  suggest  that  further  details  to  give  your  crop 
reporting  story  the  local  touch  may  be  obtained  from  your  State  agri- 
cultural statistician  and  the  folks  doing  the  on-the-farm  reporting 
in  your  community. 

Defense  Appointments 

Al  Barnes,  farm  machinery  man  from  North  Dakota,  has  been 
appointed  to  do  special  work  with  farm  machinery  defense  problems  here 
in  Washington,    Jonathan  Garst,  a  hybrid  seed  corn  man  from  California, 
has  been  designated  as  the  one  to  work  with  problems  that  arise  in  the 
fertilizer  and  insecticide  phase  of  production.    Both  have  had  pre- 
vious government  experience. 
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Need  This  Answer?  ■  >rv' 

A  frequent  question  that  you've  all  undoubtedly  run  into  in 
the  field  is,  "Why  don't  they  ever  find  a  variety  that's  completely 
disease  resistant?"    Maybe  you  can  use  this  to  give  the  "best  possible 
answer  in  the  future • 

Plant  Induatry  specialists.,  assure  us  that  searching  for  dis- 
ease resistance  is  a  little  like  a  dog  chasing  his  tail, .  ...it's  a  con- 
tinuous process ,  Diseases  change  their  attack  or  invade  new  territory 
and  thereby  nullify  the  advantage  of  resistant  varieties  already  de-*  . 
veloped.  That's  one  reason  why  farmers  have  a  greater  interest  in  new 
varieties  than  ever  before.  In  many  cases  these  new  varieties  are  the 
ones  that. have  multiple  resistance,  - 

For  instance,  a  new  variety  of  sugar  beet  for  the  humid  areas 
is  a  good  yielder  and  has  resistance  to  the  two  principal  diseases, 
black  rot  and  leaf  spot.    There  are  many,  corn  hybrids  with  such  advan- 
tageous combinations  as  high  yielding -capacity,  disease  resistance, 
lodging  resistance,  uniform  height  of  stalk  and.  uniform  height  of  ear. 
Last  year  the  breeders  put  put  the  first  hybrid  in  which  all  four  .  ••- 
parent  a trains  resist  the  corn  borer.  • 

Although,  the  attacking  front  of  the  wheat  rusts  has  changed 
dangerously  with  the  appearance  of  a  new  virulent  race,  our  new  wheat 
varieties  combine  resistance  to  most  races  of  rusts,  to-  loose  smut  and 
Hessian  fly,  and  are  productive  unless  conditions  should  favor  the  new 
rust  before  resistance  to  it  has  been  combined  with  the  present  good 
factors,  ...  . 

There  are  potatoes  with  resistance  to  late  blight,  scab  and 
certain  virus  diseases,  and  that  have  also  a  capacity  to  yield  heavily. 
And  breeders  are  working  to  combine  these  characters  with  the  resist- 
ance to  leaf hopper  possessed  by  another  variety. 

There  is.  now  a  sugarcane . with  resistance  to  three  diseases  — 
mosaic,  red  rot  and.-  root  rot,  and  the  breeders  hope  the  day  is  not  far 
off  when  they  will  add  resistance  to  frost  injury  and  to  the  sugarcane 
borer.  /  „      ■  ,  .• 

Growers  of  flue-cured  tobacco  now  have"  varieties  resistant 
to  "black  shank"  and  "bacterial  wilt, "which  last  year,  when  the  first- 
named  disease  went  epidemic  and  invaded  the:  territory  of  the  second, 
proved  a  life  saver  to  farmers  there  who  had  them. 

Therefore  pliant  breeders  and  plant  pathologists  try  to  point 
up  their  mult iple-ad vantage  varieties  to  meat  variation  in  present  dis- 
eases and  known  ones  that  may  come  in  from  other  countries;  thereby 
coming  as  close  to  complete  disease  resistance  as  is  humanly  possible. 
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Opportunity  for  Service  to  Agriculture  :   

;         Received  my  most  recent  issue  of  the  publication  NARFD  CHATS 
this  week  and  noticed  MRFD  Pres,  Phil  Alampi's  statement  that  this  is 
'the  time  for  RFD's  to  stress  "SERVICE  TO  AGRICULTURE."    Certainly  feel 
that  Phil  hit  the  nail  on  the  head. 

Rational  defense  periods  are  times  when  RFD's  can  do  a  lot  in 
the  service-campaign  field*    For  example,  you're  all  going  to  find  an 
opportunity  to  do  some  missionary  work  in  a  wide  variety  of  shortage 
and  promotion  drives. 

Most  recent  examples  of  such  are  the  fertilizer,  "baler  and 
hinder  twine,  and  hag  phases  of  farming.    During  the  past  week  here  in 
Washington,  concern  has  been  expressed  on  the  overbuying  of  certain  com- 
modities by  farmers.  . 

Recent  reports , indicate  that  some  farmers  are  buying  greater 
quantities  of  baler  and  binder  twine  than  they  can  expect  to  use  this 
•  year.    Reports  from  manufacturers  indicate  that  production  schedules 
will  be  adequate  to  meet  the  normal  expected  need.    Therefore  it  is 
important  that  farmers  be  urged  to  purchase  only  the  quantity  they're 
going  to  need  this  year.    Excessive  buying  of  such  commodities  can  mean 
serious  shortages  in  some  areas  or  to  some  individuals. 

In  the  fertilizer  field  certain  chemical  shortages  and  the 
textile  and  multiwall  paper  bags  situation  may  affect  the  supply. 

The  bag  shortage  is  "broader  than  Just  the  fertilizer  business. 
Burlap  and  cotton  fiber  are  in  a  nationally  short  supply  and  anything 
that  you  can  do  to  urge  re-use  and  care  will  be  a  .step  in  the  direction 
of ' "Service  to  Agriculture." 

Farm  Labor  Problem 

The  problem  of  farm  labor  is  one  that's  getting  lots  of  at- 
tention on  this  end  of  the  line  these  days.    Deferment  of  farm  boys  is, 
of  course,  an  issue.    The  USDA  points  out  that  boys  with  mechanical, 
and  livestock  production  training  and  managerial  ability  are  most  needed 
to  sustain  production. 

The  other  issue  in  this  problem  that's  getting  an  equal  amount 
of  attention  is  the  importation  of  farm  workers.    The  questions  that 
come  up  most  often  on  that  subject  are:    Where  shall  they  come  from? 
And  who'll  pay. the  transportation  costs?    If  the  answer  to  the  last  of 
these  two  questions  is,  "The  Government, "  then  what  about  domestic 
labor  transportation  and  "rest-stop-"  costs.  ■  So  far  the  answers  have 
not  been  given.. 

Wool  Supports  Announced 

Price  supports  on  1951  wool  production  have  been  pegged  at 
an  average  of  90$  of  parity  price  on  March  15  of  this  year.    We  can 
expect  dollar -and-cent  wool  support  announcements  about  April  1st. 
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On  The  Garden  Meeting  Calendar 

Just  a  reminder  of  the  State  Extension  garden  meetings  that 
ar-e  on  the  calendar: 

St,  Louie,* Mo  .  March  19 

Kansas  City,  Mo    ,  March  20 

Salt  Lake  City  .  .  „  .  ..March  20 
Nashville,  Tenn.  .  .  0  .  .  .  March  20 
Denver,  Colo,  March  22 

Little  Eock,  Ark,     .  ,  .  .  .  March  26 

.  Might  just  say  that  orderly  and  gradual  expansion  is  the 
chief  aim  of  this  home  gardening  and  food  preservation  program. 
Hasten  to  add  that  note  "because  some  communication  media  are  playing 
up  .the  angle  of  rapid  and  emergency  expansion. 

Industry  Advisory  Committees 

Secretary  Brannan  announced  the  establishment  of  several  in- 
dustry advisory  committees  to  consult  with  the  Department  on  food  dis- 
tribution and  related  defense  operations. 

Industries  represented  "by  20  committees  proposed  thus  far  in- 
clude grain  handling,  wheat  flour  milling,  "breakfast  cereal  processing, 
baking,  fruit  and  vegetable  canning,  oilseed  crushing,  edible  oil  re- 
fining, margarine  processing,  mayonnaise  and  salad  oil  manufacturing, 
grocery  wholesaling,  food  retailing,  public  feeding,  fertilizer  manu- 
facturing, dry  edible  beans  and  peas,  rice,  seeds,  feeds,  dairy,  die- 
tilling,  corn  processing. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  March  2h 

CBS  Farm  News  --  originates  3:^-5-4:00  pm  EST  --  news  and 
features  with  Claude  Mahoney.  ■  ;- 

ABC  American  Farmer  —  12:30-1:00  pm  EST.    "Top  Of  The  Farm 
News"  with  Milt  Bliss  and  Bob  Crom  reporting.    Feature  for  -the  day  will 
be  "What  Farmers  Plan  to  Plant"  originating  in  Washington  with  Charles 
Burkhead,  Reginald  Royston,  and  Milt  Bliss  of  USDA. 

NBC  National  Farm  and.  Home  Hour  --  originating  1:00-1:30  pm 
EST.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Milt  Bliss  reporting  from  Washington  and 
the  reminder  of  the  program  devoted  to  Easter  music  and  market  sum- 
mary. 

For  Your  Information 

Agricultural  mobilization  and  reorganization  were  the  chief 
topics  of  discussion  when  all  USDA  agencies  met  in  Resource  Conserva- 
tion Meetings  at  Memphis,  Salt  Lake  City,  Chicago,  and  New  York  City. 
Foreign  labor  and  supplies  and  facilities  seemed  to  be  a  couple  of  the 
most  important  sub -topics. 
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Among  Ourselves 

A  note  this  week  from  Layne  Beaty  (ex-WBAP)  with  ECA  in  Greece 
reports  that  he  is  working  hard  and  asks  for  a  few  ■bulletins.    Also,  he 
promises  to  send  us  a  report  on  his  experiences  in  Greece,  after  he  gets 
a  few  more  weeks  "behind  him,  . 

Andy  Adam  (ex-RFD  at  Texas  A  &  M)  was  in  this  week  represent- 
ing his  college  on  a  national  committee  meeting  to  work  out  some  plans 
regarding  foreign  visitors.    Andy. looks  hack  on  his  several  years  of 
early  morning  "broadcasting  with  mixed  emotions.    On  one  hand,  he  likes 
the  husiness  of  not  having  to  get  up  "before  daybreak.    On  the  other 
hand,  he  misses  that  daily  contact  with  Texas  farm  families  via  the  air- 
waves'. 


A  note  from  Boh  Parker,  former  RFD  at  Storrs,  Connecticut, 
tells  us  that  he  finds  good  use  for  USDA  material  in  his  new  advertis- 
ing agency  joh  in  Buffalo.  '  ; 

Lee  Hannify,  United  Press,  stopped  in  the  office  yesterday  to 
report  that  he  was  out  of  the  hospital  and  on  the  joh  again.  .  Lee  said 
he  decided  he'd  "been  off  the  Joh  ahout  long  enough  when  one  of  the  hoys 
sent  a  funeral  spray  to  the  hospital  with  a  note  to  "hold  for  release." 

Jack  Jackson,  RFD  at  KCMO,  reports  that  he  and  his  assistant, 
Bruce  Davies,  are  launching  a  Community  Corn  Club  Contest  in  their 
area.    Jack  says  that  the  folks  he's  talked  with  say  that  similar  pro- 
jects in  other  areas  "have  served  as  excellent  demonstrations  for 
other  farmers  in  the  community  and  have  helped  create  additional  in- 
terest in  improved  soil  management  and  crop  production." 

A  clipping  from  the  Little  Rock  Gazette  announces  the  in- 
ception of  the  farm  department  at  KLRA  and  introduces  Johnnie  Holmes 
as  RFD.    Sounds  like  they're  all  enthused  and  ready  to  cooperate  with 
Johnnie  down  there. 

Have  more  details  on  Boh  Miller's  (WRFD)  award  that  we  men- 
tioned last  week.    Formal  presentation  was  made  March  10th  at  a  "ban- 
quet of  the  Ohio  Farmers  Home  Administration  Employees  Association. 
The  FHA  "borrowers  of  that  State  honored  him  as  the  RFD  who  had  done 
the  most  .tcr-Turther  the  family-type  farm  and  the  farm  family  in  Ohio. 


r-f-    1  X  Cordially, 


Enclosures: 

Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
Agricultural  Statisticians  List 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


RFD  LETTB 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  DepbrtmtRt  »f  Africulture 


March  23 ,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director;. 


Increased  acreages  are  in  prospect  for  1951  °n  corn,  spring 
wheat,  rice,  tobacco,  dry  beans,  and  dry  peas.    Some  seventeen  other 
crops  are  in  for  a  decline  according  to  the  planting  intention  report 
of  the  19th. 

Nevertheless,  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty  still  exists  about 
1951  planting.    It's  feasible  that  greater  shifts  than  usual,  among 
crops,  may  occur  following  this  report.    Major  reason  for  this  situa- 
tion is  the  possible  shift  toward  the  nation* s  needs  outlined  in  the 
Department's  acreage  guides;  details  of  which  generally  had  not  reached 
individual  farmers  by  March  1. 

Here  are  the  planting  intentions  as  estimated  by  the  crop 
reporting  board:  on  the  19th: 


PLANTED  ACEEAGES 


CHOP 


Average 
19^0-49 


1950 


Indicated 
1951 


1951  as 
pet,  of  1950 


Corn,  all  ........ 

All  spring  wheat,  0  .  .  . 

Durum  ......... 

Other  spring  .  *  .  .  . 
Oats  .......... 

Barley   .  .  , 

Flaxseed  ........ 

Pice    ..........  6 

Sorghums  (all  purposes)  . 
Potatoes    ,  ......  . 

Sweetpotatoes  ...... 

Tobacco  1/  ,  •  . 

Beans,  dry  edible  .  9  .  . 
Peas,  dry  field  .  t  .  .  e 
Soybeans  2/  ......  . 

Cowpeas  2/.  ......  , 

Peanuts  £/,  0  .....  . 

Hay  1/  

Sugar  beets  ....... 

1/  Acreage  harvested.  2j 


89,48l 
18,672 

2,682 
15,990 
43,510 
l4,28l 

4,158 

1,533 
16,024 

2,625 
672 

1,613 
2,023 
508 
12,266 
2,043- 
3,666 
74,845 
828 


Thousands 


18,509 
2,8l4 

15,695 
46,642 

13,235 
4,064 
1,620 

16,587 
1,866 

573 
1,594 
1,632 
240 
14,704 
1,089 
2,75? 
75,741 
1,013 


85,694 
21,850 

2,894 
18,956 
44,191 
11,413 

3,921 

1,931 
12,540 
1,590 
444 

1,745 
1,664 
244 
13,772 
941 
2,614 
75,656 
887 


Percent 
101.6 
118.1 
102.8 
120.8 

94.7 
86.2 

96.5 
119.2 
75.6 
85.2 
77.5 
109.5 
102.0 

101.7 
93.7 
86.4' 
95.0 

99.9 
87.6 


Grown  alone  for  all  purposes, 
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Cotton  Research  To  Get  Its  Test 

We  get  our  best  chance  to  see  what  recent  research  has  done 
when  "the  chips  are  down."    That's  certainly  the  situation  this  year 
in  the  case  of  cotton  production.    Sixteen  million  hales  has  "been  set 
as  the  target  to  shoot  at  and  it's  a  goal  that's  liable  to  test  every 
muscle  of  the  cotton  producing  area  in  view  of  the  diminishing  labor 
supply. 

The  USDA  cotton  mechanization  research  folks  are  optimistic 
about  it,  however,  and  say,  "if  enough  materials  and  equipment  are  avail- 
able and  the  weather  cooperates,  machines  can  generally  substitute  for 
that  rapidly  diminishing  labor  supply, " 

Each  bit  of  mechanization  progress  achieved  under  the  coop- 
erative research  project  of  the  USDA  and  agricultural  experiment  sta- 
tions in  12  Southern  States  (under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  of 
19^6)  will  be  fitted  into  the  cotton  production  picture  this  year. 

For  instance,  work  with  deep  tillage  equipment  on  some  Alabama 
soils  has  resulted  in  improved  weed  and  grass  control,  larger  cotton 
yields,  and  deep-rooted  cotton  plants  that  better  resist  the  pull  of 
mechanical  cotton  strippers. 

Mississippi  planting  studies  have  shown  that  mechanized  op- 
erations are  made  easier  and  require  less  seed  and  hoeing  if  the  cotton 
seeds  are  hill-dropped  in  leveled  seed  beds  rather  than  drilled. 

Recent  research  has  shown  that  chemical  weed  control  is  like- 
ly to  replace  some  early  cultivation  previously  required  in  cotton  pro- 
duction,   Pre-emergence  spray  tests  in  Georgia  reduced  hoeing  as  much 
as  kO  percent, 

Widely  used  rotary  weeders  and  sweep  cultivators  have  been 
improved  by  Mississippi  research  so  that  they  can  be  used  behind  high- 
speed, rubber-tired  tractors  and  thus  give  longer  wear  and  better  per- 
formance at  no  increase  in  cost, 

A  modified  grain  drill  has  been  successfully  used  in  Georgia 
to  seed  cover  crops  in  unharvested  cotton. 

Preliminary  trials  with  an  experimental  brush-type  cotton 
stripper,  developed  in  Oklahoma,  are  showing  promise  of  providing  low- 
cost  cotton  harvesting,  and  tests  of  small,  low-cost  spindle-type  har- 
vesters in  South  Carolina  this  past  season  were  encouraging. 

Crop  residue  disposal,  important  because  it  reduces  implement 
clogging  and  destroys  insects,  is  being  studied  by  both  government  and 
industry. 

These  and  many  more  may  be  the  developments  -that  will  help 
the  cotton  States  to  deliver  the  goods..,. 16  million  bales  of  cotton. 
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Note  for  Home  Gardeners 

Have  a  recommendation  from  USDA  garden  specialists  that  home 
gardeners  try  new  vegetable  varieties  "in  a  small  way"  the  first  year. 
Think  we!ve  all  experienced  the  feeling  of  wanting  to  order  all  the 
new  varieties  in  the  seed  catalogue  after  seeing  the  pictures  and  read- 
ing about  what  they'll  do  for  us  in  our  gardens. 

Trouble  is  that  no  matter  how  good- -no  one  variety  is  "best 
everywhere  or  best  liked  by  all  gardeners.    That's  why  USDA  is  recom- 
mending this  somewhat  conservative  policy  of  still  planting  some  of  the 
old  standby  varieties  in  your  garden. 

Some  of  the  things  that  we're  seeing  pictured  more  frequently 
in  the  gay-colored  seed  catalogues  are  Iochief ,  a  new  hybrid  sweet  corn; 
the  New  Hampshire  Midget,  new  icebox  watermelon;  the  short-season  can- 
taloup, Granite  State;  the  first  hybrid  cabbage,  0-S  Cross;  and  the 
Urbana  tomato  for  rich  soils.    Probably  one  of  the  most  significant  of- 
ferings in  1951  catalogues  is  the  hybrid  onion  with  far  greater  uni- 
formity, higher  quality,  and  larger  yield  than  common  kinds. 

However,  it's  good  to  remember  that  although  extensively 
tested  by  experiment  stations  and  commercial  seedsmen  before  release, 
it  is  performance  in  many  thousands  of  gardens  that  finally  determines 
the  usefulness  and  popularity  of  any  new  variety, 

April  Is  Cancer  Control  Month 

Congress,  by  public  resolution,  has  designated  April  as  Cancer 
Control  Month  and  the  President  has  issued  a  proclamation  calling  upon 
all  our  people  to  help  bring  this  vicious  disease  under  control. 

Secretary  Brannan  has  endorsed  the  program  of  the  American 
Cancer  Society.    Mr,  Wilson,  director  of  USDA's  Extension  Service,  is 
national  chairman  for  Agriculture  in  the  Society's  cancer  control  work 
and  the  Extension  Service  is  working  hand-in-hand  with  the  Society's 
local  chapters.    Since  your  farm  audience  is  vitally  interested  in  this 
subject,  your  cooperation  in  this  1951  drive  will  be  an  appreciated 
service  to  both  your  listeners  and  the  Society. 

A  complete  radio  kit  has  been  sent  to  each  station  program 
director.    In  the  script  book  of  this  kit  there  is  a  section  devoted 
to  farm  directors.    We  suggest  you  ask  for  this  material  or  if  you  pre- 
fer to  write  your  own,  there  is  a  fact  and  figure  sheet  in  this  script 
book. 

If  you  don't  locate  the  Cancer  Radio  Kit  at  your  station, 
write  or  wire  collect  to  Walter  King,  American  Cancer  Society, 
Beaver  Street,  New  York  k,  New  York. 
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An  Encouraging  Word 

Have  such  a  "word  from  the  ECA  folks  on  the  American  aid  flour 
that's,  being  shipped  to  Yugoslavia.    They  report  that  earlier  this  month 
nearly  fifty  Greek  Government  officials  vent  over  to  a  little  Serbian 
town  near  the  Greek  "border  to  observe  the  entry  into  Yugoslavia  of  the 
first  trainload  of  American  aid  flour  to  come  via  Greece* 

The  Greeks  alighted  in  the  "border  control  station  to  find  them- 
selves surrounded  "by  the  normal  wooden  customs  harrier.    On  the  other 
side  of  the  rickety  harrier  were  dignified  Yugoslav  officials  and  nearly 
the  entire  population  of  this  town. 

For  about  30  seconds,  Greeks  and  Yugoslavs  looked  at  each  other 
bowing  gravely.    Then  a  grin  broke  out  here  and  there;  then  both  groups 
on  each  side  of  the  barrier  were  smiling  at  each  other  and,  in  the  same 
instant,  hands  shot  out  from  either  side  of  the  barrier. 

The  customs  guards,  catching  the  spirit,  flung  open  the  gates, 
and  for  the  first  time  since  the  Greek  civil  war,  representatives  of 
the  two  nations  moved  back  and  forth  across  the  demarcation  lines  with- 
out thought  of  passports,  visas  or  identity  cards.  ' 

Honey  Support 

USDA  announced  the  1951  support  program  on  honey  this  week. 
The  beekeeper  will  have  a  support  price  of  ten  cents  a  pound  for  most 
flavors,  nine  cents  for  about  a  dozen  of  limited  acceptability. 

Might  Just  add  that  this  support  program  affects  more  folks 
than  we  might  think  at  first  glance,  since  it  has  a  direct  bearing  on 
the  number  of  bees  kept  and  in  turn  available  for  pollination  of  fruits, 
legumes,  etc. 

i       ,  .  'f  * 

Record  Grain  Export 

Approximately  126  million  bushels  of  grain  are  to  be  exported 
during  March  and  April.  That's  more  than  even  before  in  a  like  period, 
and  includes  bulk  wheat,  coarse  grains  and  soybeans. 

To  Err  is  Human 

In  the  announcement  of  appointments  last  week,  Al  Barnes  was 
listed  as  being  from  North  Dakota.    It's  been  brought  to  my  attention 
that  he's  from  a  more  southerly  climate  and  we  offer  our  correction 
and  move  him  back  to  his  home  State  of  South  Dakota  this  week. 

May  I  Suggest 

Your  State  Farm  Placement  supervisors  can  give  you  a  lot  of : 
good  material  about  the  coming  season's  organized  effort  to  recruit 
labor.    They  have  a  real  Job  to  do,  once  again,  you  can  help. 


USDA  Farm  Facts 


During  the  past  week  these  facts  have  "been  "brought  to  my  at- 
tention.   Perhaps  they  will  interest  you  as  they  did  me. 

It's  estimated  that  during  World  War  II  clothing  a  soldier  for 
a  year  took  the  wool  produced  "by  26  sheep. 

The  BAE  boys  tell  us  that  using  last  December's  prices  the 
following  facts  are  true: 

If  the  farmer  gave  away  the  wool  in  a  $50.00  suit  of  men's 
clothing,  the  suit  would  still  cost  $^0,50, 

If  he'd  give  away  the  wheat  in  a  16-cent  loaf  of  "bread,  the 
loaf  would  still  cost  the  consumer  13  A  cents. 

If  the  dairy  producer  furnished  the  milk  in  a  22-cent  to  23- 
cent  quart  of  milk  absolutely  free,  it  would  still  cost  the  housewife 
11.5  cents. 

If  the  farmer  would  give  away  the  "beans  in  a  16-cent  can  of 
pork  and  "beans,  the  can  would  still  cost  you  IK  cents  at  the  grocery 
store. 

For  cigarette  smokers if  the  tobacco  grower  gave  away  the 
tobacco  in  a  20-cent  pack  of  cigarettes,  the  girl  "behind  the  counter 
would  still  ask  you  for  17  cents  to  pay  for  that  purchase. 

The  loss  of  one  skilled  operator  today  is  equivalent  to  the 
loss  of  one  and  one-half  skilled  farm  operators  in  the  pre-World  War  II 
period  (excerpt  from  statement  by  Under  Secretary  C.  J.  McCormick). 

According  to  latest  figures  approximately  only  1  out  of 
every  6  people  in  the  U.  S.  lived  on  a  farm  in  1950  as  compared  to  ap- 
proximately a  "1  out  of  every  5"  figure  in  19^5.    Saying  the  same  thing 
in  another  way,  only  16  out  of  every  100  persons  in  the  United  States 
were  farmers  last  year, 

Biological  Warfare  Tips 

Biological  warfare  threats  have  "been  the  "basis  for  discussion 
among  farm  groups  in  some  areas.    A  pamphlet  that  seemed  to  have  the 
answers  came  across  my  desk  this  week  and  I'm  enclosing  a  copy  for  your 
use.    Hope  it  will  help  you  in  clearing  up  some  of  the  misconceptions 
on  that  matter. 

Container  Conservation 

Anything  that .you  can  do  to  encourage  container  conservation 
will  "be  appreciated,    USDA  is  strongly  urging  the  saving  of  metal  drums, 
wooden  and  glass  containers,  wire  "bound  boxes  and  heavy  metal  contain- 
ers of  five  gallons  and  over  due  to  the  present  short  supply. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows,  March  31 

ABC  American  Farmer  --  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST       "Top  of  the  Farm 
News"  with  Milt  Bliss  report ing^    Milt  also  interviews  Ealph  S.  Trigg 
and  Harold  Ks  Hill  of  PMA  on  "Are  Your  Planting  Plans  Geared  to  the 
Nation* s  Needs?" 

CBS  Farm  News  --  originates  3:^5-4:00  p.m.  EST       News  and 
features  with  Claude  Mahoney. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  --  1:00-1:30  p.m.  EST  --  "USDA 
Headlines"  Ken  Gapen  reporting,,    Feature  on  research  at  USDA  Naval  Stores 
Station  at  Olustee,  Floridaa    Tom  McGinty  interviews  E0  L.  Patton,  in 
charge  of  research,  and  A.  R„  Shirley,  Exec,  Secretary  ATFA. 

Word  on  Enclosures 


You  can  do  mutual  service  to  farm  listeners  and  national  de- 
fense "by  encouraging  Spring  Clean-Up  and  collection  of  scrap.  Think 
the  enclosed  material  will  give  you  ideas  on  the  value  of  "both.  - 

The  facts  on  the  farm  machinery  situation  are  readily  avail- 
able in  the  statement  of  Under  Secretary  McCormick, 

Among  Ourselves 

Understand  that  Sam  Schneider,  KVOO,  has  gotten  help  in  the 
farm  department  there  at  Tulsa  with  the  appointment  of  T.  H.  Roensch, 
Siloam  Springs,  Arkf ,  as  associate  farm  director, 

Tom  Noone,  formerly  with  this  office,  calls  our  attention  to 
the  T-V  credit  under  recent  newspaper  pictures  here  in  Washington. 
Quality  was  good,  maybe  this  is  another  T-V  potentiality. 

Boh  Crom  had  a  letter  from  Gene  Empey,  Nevada  Ext.  Editor, 
this  weeko    Gene  says  he  has  quite  a  prohlem  out  there  in  supplying 
stations  with  timely  farm  news  due  to  staff  deficiencies  "but  intends 
to  use  our  office  from  time  to  time  to  help  him  out.    Glad  to  hear  it, 
hope  we  can  he  of  service  to  more  of  you  in  doing  your  job  in  the  future. 


Just  looked  over  a  program  brochure  from  Frank  Mayf ield,  RFD 
at  WTBA.    Looks  like  they're  really  going  all  out  to  strees  service  tc 


agriculture  up  there  at  Madison, 
phasize  farm  service  broadcasts. 


The  whole  front  page 


Cordially, 


Enclosures : 

Spring  Clean-Up  Week 
Biological  Warfare 
Picture  Story  No.  79 
Metal  Scrap  for  Defense  Mobilization 
Testimony  by  Under  Sec'y,  McCormick. 
How  to  Recognize  Erosion  in  the  Noriheast 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television^ 

X 
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RFD  UTTER , 

To  SL\ 

Radio  Farm  Directors  W^- 

Prom 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


March  30,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Farmers  planting  intentions  as  of  March  1st  indicate  that  we 
may  fall  short  of  the  national  acreage  guide  levels  necessary  to  produce 
adequate  feed  grain  supplies  in  1951*    Comparison  of  the  intentions  and 
guides  show  that  the  com  situation  is  the  most  serious.    Farmers  will 
have  to  step  up  plantings  "by  5  million  acres  if  they're  to  meet  the  90 
million  acres  set  as  a  production  guide. 

As  a  result  of  these  findings  a  state -by-state  survey  in  the 
com  "belt  is  "being  planned  to  analyze  farmers'  present  plans  for  feed 
grain  production  in  '51.    This  will  "be  followed  "by  an  intensive  county - 
by-county  campaign  to  encourage  larger  plantings  of  corn  and  other  grains 
in  areas  where  this  is  desirable. 

It.  is  possible  that  farmers  may  have  changed  their  planting 
plans  since  March  1st  to  more  closely  match  the  production  guides.  The 
surveys  are  "being  set  up  to  see. 

Teams  from  Washington  are  already  in  the  Midwest  working  with 
the  State  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees  in  the  leading  com  states. 
Their  findings  will  determine  "where"  and  "how  much"  educational  work 
will  "be  done  to  get  increased  planting. 

The  vital  concern  over  this  situation  is,  of  course,  "based  on 
the  fact  that  feed  grain  is  the  key  to  adequate  production  of  meat  and 
other  animal  products.    Therefore,  it's  important  that  farmers  have  the 
facts  "before  planting  time. 

Prospects  for  meeting  spring  wheat  acreage  needs  is  most  en- 
couraging.   Reports  from  the  cotton  areas  indicate  that  farmers  are  con- 
centrating on  the  Jot  of  raising  16  million  "bales  through  "both  increased 
acreage  and  higher  yields  per  acre. 


It's  possible  that  the  stress  on  cotton  may  "be  resulting  in 
lower  corn  and  grain  sorghum  acreage  in  the  areas  where  these  crops  com- 
pete for  land. 


That's  the  picture  in  general.    Here's  how  it  shapes  up  in 
detail  this  week: 

Increases  in  corn  acreages  will  probably  he  suggested  for 
Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Illinois.    Farmers  in  Illinois,  Minnesota,  Iowa, 
Indiana  and  Ohio  are  being  asked  to  grow  more  soybeans.    It's  likely 
that  the  bigger  barley  acreage  push  will  come  in  Colorado,  Idaho, 
Nebraska,  Washington  and  both  Dakotas. 

It's  the  feed  grains,  along  with  cotton  and  soybeans,  that 
need  the  greatest  acreage  increases.    In  order  to  get  those  needed 
amounts  of  corn  and  soybeans,  farmers  will  probably  have  to  shift  seme 
acreage  from  oats.    However,  farmers  all  over  the  nation  are  being 
discouraged  from  plowing  up  land  which  can  make  a  greater  contribution 
to  our  long  range  needs  by  being  left  in  grass. 

As  for  potatoes,  plans  indicate  the  smallest  acreage  in  75 
years  but  still  slightly  above  the  amount  needed. 

The  whole  thing  means  that  farmers  are  asked  to  turn  out  the 
biggest  overall  production  in  the  history  of  this  country.    If  they 
succeed  in  producing  all  thaVs  asked  for,  farm  production  will  be  more 
than  k-5  percent  greater  than  it  was  just  before  World  War  II. 

Major  Reassignments  Announced  Today 

Effective  tonite  Ralph.  S.  Trigg  is  transferred  from  the  po- 
sition of  Administrator  of  PMA  to  the  position  of  Special  Assistant  to 
the  Secretary  for  CCC  affairs.    Frank  K.  Woolley  is  transferred  from 
his  position  as  Deputy  Administrator  of  PMA  to  the  position  of  Special 
Assistant  to  the  Secretary  for  CCC  affairs. 

New  administrator  of  PMA  is  Gus  Geissler  from  North  Dakota 
who's  being  transferred  from  his  position  as  Manager  of  Federal  Crop 
Insurance  Corporation.    Geissler' s  deputy  will  be  Harold  K.  Hill  from 
Wisconsin,  former  Assistant  Administrator  for  Production  of  PMA. 

For  Listener  Information 

Think  there  may  be  some  question  in  listeners  minds  on  just 
what  the  President's  extension  of  interest  payments  on  Series  E  Defense 
Bonds  means  to  them. 

Might  point  out  that  E  Bond  holders  now  have  three  choices. 
They  can  hold  them  for  another  ten  years  under  a  similar  set-up,  get 
full  cash  payment  at  maturity,,  or  exchange  the  E  Bonds  for  G  Bonds  and 
get  semi-annual  interest  payments  from  the  government. 
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Word  on  Fertilizers 

"  ..Seven  percent  less  phosphate  fertilizer  has  "been  predicted,  for 
this  year  as  compared  to  last.    However,  it's  pretty  important  that  we 
point  out, to  farmers  this  doesn't  mean  he'll  necessarily  have  to  cut 
down  on  the  application  of  nitrogen  and  potash. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  it's  not  necessary  "because  there 
are  fairly  large  amounts,  of  phosphate  still  in  the  soil  from  previous 
application.'   Other  localities  have  high  native;  supplies  that  can  "be 
drawn  on. 

Suggest  your  contacting  the  State  PMA  office  for  the  details 
in  your  area .  Each  State  office  has  been  sent  a  tahle  showing  the  re- 
sidual supply  situation  in  their  State. 

Follow-Up  on  Grass  Seed 

Last  Week's  release  on  crop  hay,  pasture,  and  range  grass  seed 
assured  us  that  the  price  support  program  will  "be  ahout  the  same  as  last 
year.    Producer  prices  are  to  be  supported  at  levels  ranging  from  3i" 
cents  a  pound  for  common  Sudan  to  $1.25  a  pound  for  certified  Ladino 
clover. 

Growers  will  be  able  to  get  storage  loans  and  purchase  agree- 
ments from  time  of  harvest  through  January  31,  1952. 

Might  just  add  a  word  for  your  information  on  the  grass  seed 
picture  from  the  cover  crop, angle.    The  March  15  PMA  inventory  report 
tells  us  the  Government  has  taken  over  ahout  350  million  pounds  of 
cover  crop  seed. 

Sounds. like  a  lot  of  seed  hut,  in  view  of  recent  expansion 
of  cover  crop  use,  it's  actually  only  enough  to  seed  a  little  more  than 
one -third  of  the  acreage  sown  each  fall.    Therefore  the  350  million 
pounds  is  heing  regarded  only  as  a  comfortable  reserve  in  case  of  an- 
other cover  crop  emergency  such  as  we  had  in  19^8. 

Transportation  Troubles 

Operations  of  just  about  all  shippers  are  being  slowed  down 
"by  the  "boxcar  shortage.    Although  there  seems  to  have  been  some  improve- 
ment in  the  most  critical  areas,  the  Mid -west  and  the  Northwest,  daily 
shortages  still  average  ahout  26,000  cars.    An  estimated  2,000  empty 
cars  are  already  going. back  west  daily. 

Production  Guides  With  Comparisons 

Am  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  '51  prospective  acreages  with  guide 
comparisons  so  that  you  can  adapt  stories  to  your  particular  area.  You 
will  find  the  State -hy -State  breakdowns  on  the  inside  pages. 
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Smokey's  10th  Anniversary 

The  1951  Cooperative  Forest  Fire  Prevention  Campaign  (sponsored 
"by  the  Advertising  Council  and  conducted  "by  your  State  Foresters  and  the 
Department's  Forest  Service)  is  now  underway.    This  program,  highlighted 
"by  Smokey,  the  forest  fire  preventin'  hear,  marks  the  10th  year  of  the 
nation-wide  drive  to  reduce  man-caused  forest  fires u 

Bill  Bergoffen,  Forest  Service,  says  your  work  in  support  of 
this  public  interest  campaign  through  past  years  rates  a  rousing  cheer. 
Once  again,  Bill  is  sending  the  large  Campaign  Kit  to  each  one  of  you; 
it  goes  out  next  weekc 

In  addition  to  material  for  radio,  some  of  the  visual  material 
has  TV  possibilities.    Radio  recordings  and  TV  films  are  available  from 
your  State  forester  or  the  local  representative  of  the  U.  S.  Forest 
Service. 

In  view  of  the  current  emergency  and  the  increasing  demand 
for  lumber  and  other  forest  products,  the  boys  are  hoping  you'll  con- 
tinue to  go  all  out  in  promoting  forest  fire  prevention* 

Be  On  the  Lookout 

Will  be  sending  you  the  latest  word  on  the  agricultural  chemi- 
cal situation  during  the  coming  week.    It'll  be  a  copy  of  the  talk  given 
by  Robert  Salter,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  at  the  semi- 
annual meeting  of  the  National  Agricultural  Chemicals  Assoc.  on  April  k. 

It'll  have  the  latest  word  on  everything  from  hormone  type 
chemicals  to  what's  being  done  in  mesquite  control,  fungus  in  tree 
fruits,  pre-emergence  sprays,  use  of  herbicides,  etc. 

In  the  announcement  field. . .watch  for  NPA  priorities  on  ma- 
terials for  manufacturers  of  farm  machinery  to  be  issued  soon. 

PEA  Materials  Controls 

A  special  materials  control  arrangement  has  been  announced 
for  PEA  electrification  borrowers  during  the  second  quarter  of  1951. 

The  three  principal  features  are  these:     (1)  All  PEA  borrowers 
are  regarded  as  one  user  of  materials  placed  under  control  of  the  De- 
fense Electric  Power  Administration,  (at  precent;  aluminum  and  copper 
conductor).     (2)  DEPA  allots  PEA  a  block  of  the  materials  authorized 
by  KPA  for  the  utility  industry.    PEA  then  allocates  it  to  individual 
borrowers.     (3)  Borrower^  can  apply  defense  order  ratings  for  the  pur- 
chase of  conductor  as  approved  by  PEA. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  7  

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  --  1:00-1:30  pm  EST  --  "U5DA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  from  Washington,    Feature  from  Chicago  on 
Livestock  Loss  Prevention.    Everett  Mitchell  interviews  John  Porcaro, 
Ass't  Supt,  of  Union  Stock Yards ,  Dr.  J,  R.  Pickard,  Gen'l  Mgra  Live- 
stock Conservation  Inc.,  Earl  Hughes,  farmer  from  Woodstock,  111.,  and 
the  winning  trucker  in  the  Chicago  Livestock  Truckers  Safety  Program. 

ABC  American  Farmer  --  12:30-1:00  pm  EST       "Top  Of  The  Farm 
News"  with  Milton  Bliss  and  Boh  Crom  reporting.,    Feature  on  "Better 
Meat  Type  Chickens."    Milt  Bliss  interviews  Dr.  Herbert  Bird  and  Dr. 
Charles  Know  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  from  Washington. 

CBS  Farm  News       originates  3:45-4:00  pm  EST  --  News  and 
features  with  Claude  Mahoney. 

Special  Note:    Although  this  will  he  history  to  many,  a  half 
hour  CBS  f ull-network  TV  show  will  he  devoted  to  agriculture  and  the 
food  situation  on  Sunday,  April  1.    Originating  time  5:00-5:30  pm  EST. 
It'll  he  carried  hy  kinescope  on  non-network  stations  throughout  the 
week...  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Brannan;  Dr.  Hazel  Stieheling,  Chief  of 
Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition;  Dre  Ted  Byerly,  BAI;  and  E.  A.  Norton  of  SCS 
will  present  the  picture  on  "The  Facts  We  Face." 

Enclosures  of  Consumer  Interest 

Am  sending  you  some  more  material  that  should  he  useful  in' 
carrying  on  any  consumer  programs  or  projects  you  may  have,     (As  you  may 
have  gathered,  we're  convinced  they're  a  good  thing). 

First  on  the  list  is  a  series  of  leaflets  on  "How  to  Choose 
and  Use"  six  different  vegetahlesj  cahhage,  green  heans,  tomatoes,  pota- 
toes, onions,  and  carrots.     (Might  even  help  you  in  picking  out  the 
"best  head  of  cahhage  for  the  wife).    Looks  like  these  leaflets  should 
have  TV  possihilities,  too. 

If  you're  interested  in  offering  them,  see  your  county  Exten- 
sion agent  or  the  State  Extension  Service.    Word  from  this  end  says 
they'll  have  good  supplies  out  there. 

Wheat  Damage? 

There  is  some  talk  ahout  the  condition  of  winter  wheat  in  the 
Southwest.    The  hest  on  that  around  here  is  that  hugs  and  weather  have 
not  widely  and  greatly  damaged  the  crop.    Sure,  some  spotty  damage.  Any- 
how, it's  still  too  early  for  those  farmers  to  plow  up.    Later,  where 
damage  is  done,  they  might  plow  up  and  plant  to  sorghum  or  cotton.  The 
April  Crop  Report  may  clarify  the  situation. 
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Monthly  Farm  Prices 

Farmers  paid  higher  prices  for  food,  clothing,  motor  vehicles, 
feeder  livestock  and  feed  during  the  month  ending  March  15th,  Prices 
received  during  the  period  were  slightly  lover.    The  two  factors  had  an 
overall  effect  of  lowering  the  parity  ratio  from  113  to  111. 

For  Your  Information 

1.  Consolidation  of  State  and  county  field  offices  of  USDA  is 
moving  along  as  well  as  can  he  expected.    In  many  places  the  physical 
problem  of  finding  office  space  and  housing  is  great. 

2.  The  1951  farm  machinery  picture,  obviously,  is  pretty  well 
set  by  this  time.    Next  year  and  the  year  after  may  he  the  worry  years. 
However,  although  this  year's  picture  is  neither  very  bright  nor  ex- 
tremely dark,  a  lot  of  effort  is  being  put  into  helping  relieve  small 
bottlenecks  and  small  plants.    One  person  pointed  out  that  priorities 
are  not  guarantee  of  metal  .  .  .  that  a  controlled  materials  plan 
across  the  board  will  be  needed. 

3.  There  is  an  effort  to  put  skilled  farm  labor  on  the  skilled 
occupation  list.    However,  the  two  years  training  required  for  skilled 
occupations  generally  may  not  be  needed  in  agriculture  where  one  or  more 
skills  can  be  taught  in  much  less  time.     (This  is  not  to  suggest  that 
general  farming  know-how  can  be  taught  in  less  time). 

Among  Ourselves 

Bill  Shomette,  WOAI,  informs  us  that  Bill  McReynolds  is  the 
new  farm  and  ranch  director.    After  spending  10  years  in  that  farm  di- 
rector spot  himself,  Bill  has  earned  the  esteemed  title  of  radio  program 
and  production  director  for  WOAI. 

A  little  bird  tells  us  that  Maury  White,  Ext.  radio  editor  in 
Ohio,  will  take  over  as  assistant  editor  in  charge  of  radio  at  Wisconsin 
April  1st.    Maury's  filling  the  position  vacated  by  Milt  Bliss  when  he 
moved  to  this  office. 

Saw  an  article  in  Radio-Television  Daily  this  week  on  recent 
findings  of  the  Rural  Research  Institute,  Inc.,  as  to  rural  audiences. 
They  tell  us  the  37  rural  areas  surveyed  in  28  States  averaged  more 
than  two  radios  per  home  and  listened  about  four  and  three -quafTer^ — - 
hours  each  day.  —  •'  •      -  ...  m , w  i 

Cordially, 


K61  k-HdV 


Enclosures:    PA-120  to  125  Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Production  Guides  '51    Ass't  Director  of  Informa 
Statistical  Summary  for  Radio  and  Television 
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